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WHO WE ARE
Provision Coalition is an alliance for combined action made up of 12 industry associations
representing companies across Canada in the food and beverage manufacturing and input
supply sectors.
We are committed to representing our members’ interests on sustainability challenges
and opportunities, being a trusted source for all parties with a stake in food and beverage
sustainability, and to helping our members enjoy the benefits and opportunities that come
with operating in a sustainable manner.
Founded in 2010 as an industry coalition under the federal-provincial-territorial initiative
Growing Forward, Provision was then incorporated in 2013. Provision utilizes science,
economics and the expertise of its members to ensure the competitiveness and long-term
prosperity of the industry.
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OUR MEMBERS
Provision is proud to represent our coalition of member associations.

Provision Coalition
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Message From The Chair
As Chair of Provision Coalition since the beginning in
2013, I can say with informed confidence that Provision
is successfully addressing sustainability challenges and
leveraging significant strategic opportunities for our
industry.
From my perspective, there are several important
agriculture and food sustainability initiatives being
implemented around the globe. Provision adds value
to these initiatives by providing tools, resources, and
mentoring to operationalize sustainability not only within the
processing sector itself, but across the whole value chain.
Shifting mindsets in sustainability takes a whole industry
approach, from farm to retail, and the results will be a more
competitive Canadian food and beverage manufacturing
sector.
Provision’s leadership in collaborative industry projects and the continued development
of its award winning portal have demonstrated tremendous value to food and beverage
manufacturers. The portal’s Canadian-made sustainability tools, resources, and
complementary on-site support continues to decrease input costs, reduce environmental
impacts, enrich employee culture and will ultimately improve consumer trust.
Our success to date is the result of a committed network of industry peers across the
country and generous support from Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada and the Ontario
Ministry of Agriculture, Food and Rural Affairs. Support has been provided in part through
Growing Forward 2 – a federal, provincial and territorial initiative.
Pioneering work is deeply rewarding and I am grateful for the continued engagement by
Provision’s Board of Directors and our twelve member associations. My appreciation also
extends to Cher and her staff, who have done an exemplary job implementing programs
that are driving change and advancing sustainability.
Many thanks to the food and beverage manufacturing community. I look forward to serving
as your Chair again for the coming year.

Robert Cash
CHAIR

Provision Coalition
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Message From The Executive Director
You may recall at last year’s AGM, Provision Coalition
released Deloitte research identifying the top sustainability
priorities facing our industry. I’m pleased to report that
over the last year, Provision reached a number of important
milestones in addressing these priorities, with a few in
particular that stand out for me.
To begin, we made a big step forward in our commitment
to responsible sourcing. As a founding partner of the
Sustainable Farm and Food Plan consortium, Provision and
its twelve member groups signaled the need for a globallyrecognized initiative that food and beverage manufacturers
can rely on to source responsibly from farmers. This
initiative will keep the agri-food industry not only on par
with other highly successful food producing jurisdictions
around the world, but ultimately will demonstrate Canada’s
commitment to responsible sourcing.
Provision also became a recognized champion of Canada’s food waste reduction challenge
by bringing together some of our industry’s brightest people to develop food waste
solutions. Individuals from companies such as Ippolito Fruit & Produce, Campbell’s Company
of Canada, Maple Leaf Foods and Coca Cola have generously given their time to find
solutions such as a new manufacturers’ food waste reduction guide and tool that will soon
be made available in Provision’s sustainability portal.
I am pleased with the extensive research we conducted this year that led to the
development of new tools and enhanced content for Provision’s portal. When we are on-site
with manufacturers using these tools and resources, it’s clear we are adding value.
It has been my pleasure to work with Provision’s twelve member associations who have
provided tremendous value with their engagement and knowledge. Together, we have
addressed a number of public policy and regulatory proposals that have had the potential
to impact industry competitiveness. Provision’s collaborative approach has always been
focused on education and awareness that is measured and balanced. It is my commitment
that we will continue to provide our industry partners with subject matter expertise and
reliable research and analysis.
In closing, I am grateful to Provision’s Board and staff for their unwavering dedication and
expertise. On reflection, we have come a remarkable distance in advancing sustainability
within the Canadian food and beverage manufacturing community, in a short period of time.

Cher Mereweather
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Provision Coalition
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Board Of Directors
Provision Coalition is governed by a Board of Directors made up of six industry
representatives, each representing various sectors of the food and beverage manufacturing
industry.
ROBERT CASH, BOARD CHAIR, OFFICER

WALTER KRAUS, DIRECTOR

Canadian Oilseed Processors Association
Manager, Environmental Technology Centre
Canada, Australia, New Zealand & South Pacific
Archer Daniels Midland Company

Baking Association of Canada
Vice President, Environment and Corporate
Responsibility
Weston Foods

PAUL HEATHERINGTON,VICE CHAIR

NORM BEAL, DIRECTOR

President and CEO
Baking Association of Canada

CEO, Food and Beverage Ontario
President and Founder
Peninsula Ridge Estates Winery

RON CAMPBELL, TREASURER, OFFICER

STACEE SKOLOFF, DIRECTOR

Operations and Member Services Manager
Ontario Agri Business Association

Manager, Member Services and
Communications
Ontario Dairy Council

CHER MEREWEATHER,
SECRETARY TO THE BOARD, OFFICER
Executive Director
Provision Coalition

The Provision Coalition Team
CHER MEREWEATHER

MEENA HASSANALI

Executive Director

Director, Industry Programs

JANET WAKUTZ

ALEX HEIM

Communications and Portal Resource Manager

Project Coordinator

ISABEL DOPTA

ELAINE SCOTT

Marketing and Communications Advisor

Provision Coalition
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Registrants can now access all of their
facility details on one screen!

Portal 2.0, Improving Performance and User
Experience
Provision’s on-line sustainability portal for food
and beverage manufacturers is at the centre of
our operations. The portal is an award-winning
resource that offers manufacturers easy to navigate
tools and information proven to directly benefit the
sustainability performance of an operation and a
business’s bottom line.
Provision has always been committed to continuous
improvements of the portal and development of
new resources and tools. This year we have made
significant improvements to existing portal tools and
also planned for new tools and a refresh of content.

NEW Food Waste
Reduction and Best
Practices Toolkit
available June 2016

Specifically, tool enhancements have focused on improved user-experience. The selfassessment tool, recommended to be completed by users at least yearly, now allows
toggling between facilities, offers enhanced navigation and includes questions related to
risk management, ethics and integrity. The new tabbed layout of the portal’s My Profile area
has been customized for registrants and provides updates on what’s changed in the portal
since their last visit. In addition, registrants are now permitted to select from portal pages to
create a favourites area.
Provision added more substance to the portal with a robust Sustainability in the Media
news source and enriched content that includes many new checklists, templates, slide decks
and databases. The addition of a new checklist application module provides a platform on
which Provision can build tools that exist on the portal in spreadsheet format such as the
Technical Checklist. This application was also used to update and enhance the Environmental
Benchmark tool and will facilitate the creation of more interactive tools such as the Leading
Indicator Toolkit developed by sustainability consultant, Robert Pojasek.

Provision Coalition
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New enhancements include a Food Waste
Reduction Best Practices Guide & Tool
which will be added to the portal in June
of this year. Four manufacturers have
already agreed to pilot and participate in
a case study highlighting their experience
using this resource. In addition, a
comprehensive step-by-step guide
for corporate sustainability reporting
was constructed by the consulting firm
ThinkStep.
To support Provision’s ability to analyze
portal usage data, reporting functions
were augmented to provide improved
analysis. The portal’s content management
system is also now capable of providing
reports that enable us to better
understand how our registrants are using
the portal and the value it provides.

Sustainability Speakers’
Bureau launched with
6 informative talks

We are thankful to have the oversight of
Provision’s Industry Standing Committee
on each step by step improvement
to the portal. Experts around the
committee have generously provided their
knowledge to ensure portal upgrades
have clear industry ROI and will positively
impact a manufacturer’s business.

Provision Coalition
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Helping Manufacturers Get Sustainable
Recognizing the increasing desire by food and beverage businesses to become more
sustainable and the related need for hands-on support, Provision launched a pilot Portal
Mentoring and Coaching Program this past year. This program took Provision into the
operations of four Ontario businesses to work side-by-side with their staff in developing a
strategic action plan to integrate sustainability into the business operations, decision making
and culture.
Provision was excited to work with EarthFresh Foods - a successful Canadian produce
company specializing in supplying the retail and foodservice industries with premium fresh
potatoes, carrots and onions. As part of the pilot, the Earth Fresh Foods’ team learned
how to effectively use Provision’s portal tools to establish sustainability benchmarks and
performance targets for their operations. Provision also coached EarthFresh employees to
integrate sustainability into the core business and culture.
In partnership with GO Productivity, an organization that helps businesses in Canada’s
energy, construction and manufacturing sectors become more productive and profitable,
Provision worked with Marsan Foods Ltd. to develop a strategic sustainability/productivity
action plan. This plan focused on engaging Marsan’s employees with understanding the
business value of sustainability and productivity performance within the business.

“With Provision Coalition’s Mentoring and
Coaching program that leverages the tools
available through their online portal, we are
building a culture at EarthFresh that fosters
innovation and sustainable practices at all
levels of our business.”
TOM HUGHES, EARTHFRESH FOODS

Provision Coalition

9

2015-16 Annual Report

“Provision Coalition helps to provide Ontario’s food and beverage
manufacturers with the tools and resources they need to improve the
sustainability of their business and boost their economic return. The
Provincial Government is happy to work with and support partners
like Provision Coalition who are promoting best practice, improving
environmental initiatives among businesses, and growing our agrifood sector here in Ontario.”
JEFF LEAL, ONTARIO MINISTER OF AGRICULTURE, FOOD AND RURAL AFFAIRS

Provision also had the good fortune of meeting Chetty’s, makers of hot sauce, at Grocery
Innovations and Mariposa Dairy at the Bloom Water Innovations Forum, which connected
both companies to Provision’s portal mentoring and coaching program.
Given the success of this pilot program and the importance of providing the right support
and advice to businesses as they develop their strategic sustainability action plans, Provision
is looking forward to expanding the program across Canada for the coming year.

Connections at industry events led to opportunities to collaborate with both Chetty’s Hot Sauce and Mariposa Dairy.

Provision Coalition
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Championing issues impacting our
members
Public policy collaboration is a major area of focus for Provision
Coalition. Working with our twelve member associations, Provision was
routinely ‘at the table’ this past year responding to issues that impact
food and beverage manufacturers in Ontario and across Canada.
Provision and its member associations gathered data and information,
assessed issues and prepared a number of submissions to government.
When subject matter expertise outside of Provision’s staff and Board
was needed, Provision moved quickly to engage specialists such
as Anne McConnell, Keith Mussar and Sussex Strategy. Provision
regularly consulted with members and stakeholder partners to prepare
comprehensive responses to Environmental Bill of Rights Registry (EBR)
proposals.
Over the course of the year, Provision identified and responded to
three significant industry issues in addition to addressing Canada’s
Chemicals Management Plan (CMP):
1. Climate Change Mitigation – Bill 172 & Cap and Trade Regulatory
Proposal
a. Provision was at the forefront of the discussions with
respect to the Ontario Government’s Cap and Trade Regulatory
Proposal to address climate change. Provision worked with
Sussex Strategy Group to develop Information Briefs to inform
members of the potential impacts to food and beverage
manufacturers.
b. Provision identified the number of food companies that are
at direct risk with respect to the Cap and Trade Regulatory
Proposal and the indirect risk to the small and medium sized
food and beverage manufacturers.
c. Provision prepared a response to the MOECC Draft Bill 172,
The Climate Change Mitigation and Low-Carbon Economy Act,
2016 and its respective EBRs.

Provision Coalition
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2. Waste Free Ontario Act – Bill 151
a. Provision and its specialists prepared and
shared a summary of key changes to help members
understand the impacts to the food and beverage
manufacturing sector.
b. Provision, with CEWRO (Coalition for Effective
Waste Reduction in Ontario), conducted a legal
review of Bill 151 and drafted an EBR response with
Anne McConnell.
3. Large Building Energy & Water Reporting Benchmarking
Initiative – Bill 135
a. Provision reviewed the Ministry’s policy proposal
for a mandatory energy and water reporting and
benchmarking initiative related to privately-owned
large buildings of 50,000 square feet and above.
b. A briefing and a backgrounder shared with
members helped to clarify the proposal’s potential
impact, then a response to the EBR was prepared.
In total, this year Provision developed 11 Briefs, 1 Legal
Brief, and 4 EBR responses in collaboration with our
members.
Cher Mereweather was pleased to participate in the
Minister’s Round Table on Public Trust in June 2015 and join
the Open for Business Forum and Presidents’ Council which
includes the Chairs and Presidents of Ontario’s agriculture
and food organizations.
This past year secured Provision’s reputation as a strong
and informed voice on environmental public policy issues.
Valuable relationships with key stakeholders including the
Ontario Ministry of Agriculture, Food and Rural Affairs, the
Ontario Ministry of the Environment and Climate Change,
retailers and industry associations were crucial in advancing
solutions and strengthening knowledge, awareness and
positions on behalf of the industry.

Provision Coalition
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Ontario Farmers and Manufacturers Plough
Ahead with the Sustainable Farm & Food Plan
In 2015, Provision’s industry event, Radical
Transparency, focused on the global shift to
improved accountability along the food and
beverage supply chain and the important
connection to responsible sourcing. This
concept was further confirmed when
The Center for Food Integrity in the U.S.
released their report, A Clear View of
Transparency and How it Builds Trust.
Provision is strongly committed to
responsible sourcing and last year became
a founding partner with Ontario farm
groups in the concept development of the
Sustainable Farm and Food Plan.
The first stage of the project was a study
completed by Deloitte that compared the
Environmental Farm Plan and Growing Your
Farm Profit programs to ten national and
international sustainability initiatives. The
outcome of the study was encouraging
and it was agreed by partners that these
programs could be used as a foundation to
develop the infrastructure for a Sustainable
Farm and Food Plan.

In February 2016, Sustainable Farm and
Food Plan partners secured funding through
Growing Forward 2, a federal-provincialterritorial initiative. The group subsequently
hired Synthesis Agri-Food Network and
Orion Global Business Sustainability
Consultants to manage the project.
Phase one will focus on consultations to
gather input to develop a draft framework
for the Sustainable Farm and Food Plan
that includes all three sustainability pillars
- planet, people and profit. Farmers,
manufacturers, retailers, food service,
industry associations and consumer groups
will be consulted over the next 18 months.
This will ensure the framework developed
reduces duplication of effort and supports
the entire value chain.

Robert Cash, Provision’s Board Chair spoke at the
launch of the Sustainable Farm and Food Plan

Provision Coalition
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“Agricultural sustainability is
one of the key priorities for
the Government of Canada.
The Government supports the
agricultural industry’s efforts
to produce high quality food
sustainably by investing in new
technologies and processes that
reduce energy and other inputs.
I’m glad to join with Ontario to
support the Provision Coalition
and your great work through
Growing Forward 2.”

The pilot program in Ontario may transition
to a “Made in Canada” initiative over time.
This plan will leverage existing commodity
and sustainability programs to be sure there
is equivalency and harmonization across the
many sustainability codes, standards and
certifications.
For Provision, participating in the
Sustainable Farm and Food Plan has been
a significant milestone. The partnership is
a genuine agri-food sector collaboration
signaling the start of a strong relationship
between farmers and manufacturers to
meaningfully address sustainability and
responsible sourcing.
Sustainable Farm and Food Plan supporting
organizations include: The Ontario
Federation of Agriculture, Christian
Farmers’ Federation of Ontario, National
Farmers Union – Ontario, the Presidents’
Council, Ontario Agri Food Technologies,
the Ontario Soil and Crop Improvement
Association, Farm & Food Care Ontario,
Provision Coalition, and The Food Institute
of the University of Guelph. Representatives
from the Ontario Ministry of Agriculture,
Food and Rural Affairs and Agriculture and
Agri-Food Canada participate in an observer
capacity.

LAWRENCE MACAULAY, MINISTER OF
AGRICULTURE AND AGRI-FOOD CANADA

From left to right: Alan Kruszel,
President, Ontario Soil and Crop
Improvement Association, Dr.
Gord Surgeoner, Chair, Sustainable
Farm and Food Coalition Steering
Committee, John Maaskant, Chair,
Farm & Food Care Ontario, Robert
Cash, Chair, Provision Coalition,
Don McCabe, President, Ontario
Federation of Agriculture, Scott
Graham, Chair, Presidents’ Council,
Lorne Small, President, Christian
Farmers Federation of Ontario
Presented the Sustainable Farm
and Food Plan concept at Canada’s
Outdoor Farm Show 2015

Provision Coalition
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Provision was a member of the steering
committee for the food waste forum
hosted by the University of Guelph and
the Ontario Ministry of Agriculture, Food
and Rural Affairs

Reducing Canadian Food Waste - One
Important Step at a Time
In 2014, Provision Coalition released a
pivotal report, Addressing Food Waste in
Canada. This report illustrated that food
waste in Canada from farm to fork is valued
at over $31 billion per year. The report
identified where waste occurs in the value
chain, the root causes and who can affect
change. The research reiterated that food
waste implications to the economy, food
security and the environment are real.

two food waste reduction pilots – one
with Ippolito Fruit & Produce and one with
Campbell’s planned for 2016-17. And
thanks to an important recommendation
from the Working Group, Provision is
finalizing a Food Waste Reduction and Best
Practices Guide, which includes a tool and
video for release in June 2016. Completing
this resource will be a major accomplishment
for Provision Coalition and its partners.

From a manufacturer’s perspective,
food waste can have significant impact
on production. By reducing food waste
there are opportunities to decrease
overproduction, manage spoilage and
product defects, in addition to reducing
packaging waste and greenhouse gas
emissions. In response, Provision Coalition
connected with leaders in industry and
government to collaborate around food
waste reduction.

As part of Provision’s food waste outreach
strategy, we have been planning a forum
on Sustainable Food Waste Solutions for
this coming November 2016. This forum will
nicely complement the food waste event
in March 2016 hosted by the University of
Guelph and presented in partnership with
the Ontario Ministry of Agriculture, Food
and Rural Affairs and Provision.
Provision is proud to be a leader in the food
waste reduction challenge with initiatives
that are quickly gaining momentum. To
stay connected with Provision’s food waste
activities follow our community Facebook
page: Reduce Food Waste Challenge.

Provision established the Food Waste
Stakeholder Collaborative with
representatives from across the value
chain, and a Food Waste Working Group
of manufacturers, to engage key food and
beverage stakeholders on waste reduction
initiatives.
The first meeting of the Working Group saw
10 major companies at the table including
Maple Leaf Foods, Redpath Sugar, Campbell
Company of Canada and Coca Cola. The
outcome was a commitment to complete
Provision Coalition

15

2015-16 Annual Report

Funding Partners and Sponsors
We are grateful for the commitment to our vision by the Ontario Ministry of Agriculture,
Food and Rural Affairs and for their continued trust in our program and project delivery.
A big thank you also to our event sponsors for their generous support throughout the year.
This project is funded in part through Growing Forward 2 (GF2), a federal-provincialterritorial initiative

Investment in Provision’s Online Sustainability Portal was provided by Agriculture and AgriFood Canada through the Canadian Agricultural Adaptation Program (CAAP). In Ontario,
this program was delivered by the Agricultural Adaptation Council.

Investment in the portal was also provided by Growing Forward 2, a federal-provincialterritorial initiative.

Provision Coalition
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PROVISION THE FOOD INDUSTRY SUSTAINABILITY COALITION
(Operating as “PROVISION COALITION”)
FINANCIAL STATEMENTS
FOR THE YEAR ENDED MARCH 31, 2016
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INDEPENDENT AUDITOR'S REPORT

To the members of: Provision The Food Industry Sustainability Coalition
We have audited the accompanying financial statements of Provision The Food Industry Sustainability
Coalition, which comprise the statement of financial position as at March 31, 2016 and the statements of
revenues and expenditures and changes in net assets and cash flows for the year then ended, and a summary
of significant accounting policies and other explanatory information.
Management's Responsibility for the Financial Statements
Management is responsible for the preparation and fair presentation of these financial statements in
accordance with Canadian accounting standards for not for profit organizations and for such internal control as
management determines is necessary to enable the preparation of financial statements that are free from
material misstatement, whether due to fraud or error.
Auditor's Responsibility
Our responsibility is to express an opinion on these financial statements based on our audit. We conducted our
audit in accordance with Canadian generally accepted auditing standards. Those standards require that we
comply with ethical requirements and plan and perform the audit to obtain reasonable assurance about whether
the financial statements are free from material misstatement.
An audit involves performing procedures to obtain audit evidence about the amounts and disclosures in the
financial statements. The procedures selected depend on the auditor's judgment, including the assessment of
the risks of material misstatement of the financial statements, whether due to fraud or error. In making those
risk assessments, the auditor considers internal control relevant to the entity's preparation and fair presentation
of the financial statements in order to design audit procedures that are appropriate in the circumstances, but not
for the purpose of expressing an opinion on the effectiveness of the entity's internal control. An audit also
includes evaluating the appropriateness of accounting policies used and the reasonableness of accounting
estimates made by management, as well as evaluating the overall presentation of the financial statements.
We believe that the audit evidence we have obtained in our audit is sufficient and appropriate to provide a
basis for our audit opinion.
Opinion
In our opinion, these financial statements present fairly, in all material respects, the financial position of
Provision The Food Industry Sustainability Coalition as at March 31, 2016 and the results of its operations and
its cash flows for the year then ended in accordance with Canadian accounting standards for not for profit
organizations.

Kitchener, Ontario
May 17, 2016

Chartered Professional Accountants
Licensed Public Accountants
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PROVISION THE FOOD INDUSTRY SUSTAINABILITY COALITION
(Operating as "PROVISION COALITION")
STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL POSITION
AS AT MARCH 31, 2016
2016

2015

ASSETS
CURRENT
Cash
Accounts receivable
Prepaid expenses

$

CAPITAL ASSETS (note 4)

71,217
9,752
8,564
89,533

$

7,206

87,323
13,028
6,923
107,274
7,703

$

96,739

$

114,977

$

44,420
0
0
44,420

$

31,076
130
67,449
98,655

LIABILITIES
CURRENT
Accounts payable and accrued liabilities
Government remittances payable
Deferred contributions (note 5)
NET ASSETS
UNRESTRICTED

52,319
$

96,739

16,322
$

114,977

See notes to the financial statements
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PROVISION THE FOOD INDUSTRY SUSTAINABILITY COALITION
(Operating as "PROVISION COALITION")
STATEMENT OF REVENUES AND EXPENDITURES AND CHANGES IN NET ASSETS
FOR THE YEAR ENDED MARCH 31, 2016
2016
REVENUES
OMAFRA contributions (note 5)
Industry projects revenue
Portal revenue
Membership fees

$

EXPENDITURES
Salaries and benefits
Professional fees - projects
Rent
Travel
Professional fees - operations
Telephone
IT
Meetings
Amortization
Office
Membership fees
Bank charges
Insurance

726,547
28,504
6,673
4,800
766,524

2015

$

609,452
18,202
1,821
550
630,025

395,203
230,331
27,057
23,971
16,257
10,084
8,223
6,100
4,541
4,477
2,974
1,309
0
730,527

328,404
199,357
26,265
12,587
19,744
6,498
4,039
14,733
3,951
3,406
4,001
1,288
2,440
626,713

EXCESS OF REVENUES OVER EXPENDITURES for the year

35,997

3,312

NET ASSETS, beginning of year

16,322

13,010

NET ASSETS, end of year

$

52,319

$

16,322

See notes to the financial statements
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PROVISION THE FOOD INDUSTRY SUSTAINABILITY COALITION
(Operating as "PROVISION COALITION")
STATEMENT OF CASH FLOWS
FOR THE YEAR ENDED MARCH 31, 2016
2016
CASH PROVIDED BY (USED IN) OPERATING ACTIVITIES
Excess of revenues over expenditures for the year
Items not requiring an outlay of cash
Amortization

$

Changes in non-cash working capital
Accounts receivable
Prepaid expenses
Accounts payable and accrued liabilities
Government remittances payable
Deferred contributions
CASH (USED IN) INVESTING ACTIVITIES
Additions to capital assets
NET DECREASE IN CASH AND CASH
EQUIVALENTS
NET CASH AND CASH EQUIVALENTS, beginning of year
NET CASH AND CASH EQUIVALENTS, end of year

$

35,997

2015

$

3,312

4,541
40,538

3,951
7,263

3,276
(1,641)
13,344
(130)
(67,449)
(12,062)

32,818
(2,566)
(67,945)
(1,889)
12,449
(19,870)

(4,044)

(5,667)

(16,106)

(25,537)

87,323

112,860

71,217

$

87,323

See notes to the financial statements
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PROVISION THE FOOD INDUSTRY SUSTAINABILITY COALITION
(Operating as "PROVISION COALITION")
NOTES TO THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS
FOR THE YEAR ENDED MARCH 31, 2016

1.

NATURE OF BUSINESS
Provision The Food Industry Sustainability Coalition, operating as Provision Coalition ("Provision
Coalition") is a not for profit organization incorporated under the laws of Ontario on March 11,
2013 without share capital and began operations in the current fiscal year. Provision The Food
Industry Sustainability Coalition is exempt from income tax. Its purpose is to promote
sustainability solutions and practices by those engaged in the food and beverage value chain, by
developing and providing tools and programs relating to sustainability to assist businesses and
associations in the food and beverage value chain.

2.

SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES
The financial statements have been prepared in accordance with Canadian accounting standards
for not for profit organizations and include the following significant accounting policies:
(a)

REVENUE RECOGNITION
The organization follows the deferral method of accounting for contributions. Externally
restricted contributions are recognized as revenue in the year in which the related
expenses are incurred. Unrestricted contributions are recognized as revenue when they
are received or receivable if the amount to be received can be reasonably estimated and
collection is reasonably assured.
Membership fees are recognized as revenue proportionately over the fiscal year
to which they relate.
Portal revenue is recognized when earned and collection is reasonably assured.

(b)

FINANCIAL INSTRUMENTS
Measurement of financial instruments
The organization initially measures its financial assets and liabilities at fair value.
The organization subsequently measures all its financial assets and financial liabilities at
amortized cost.
Financial assets measured at amortized cost include cash and accounts receivable.
Financial liabilities measured at amortized cost include accounts payable and accrued
liabilities.
Impairment
Financial assets measured at amortized cost are tested for impairment when there are
indicators of impairment. If an impairment has occurred, the carrying amount of
financial assets measured at amortized cost is reduced to the greater of the discounted
future cash flows expected or the proceeds that could be realized from the sale of the
financial asset. The amount of the write-down is recognized in net surplus. The
previously recognized impairment loss may be reversed to the extent of the
improvement, directly or by adjusting the allowance account, provided it is no greater
than the amount that would have been reported at the date of the reversal had the
impairment not been recognized previously. The amount of the reversal is recognized in
net surplus.

Page 7

PROVISION THE FOOD INDUSTRY SUSTAINABILITY COALITION
(Operating as "PROVISION COALITION")
NOTES TO THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS
FOR THE YEAR ENDED MARCH 31, 2016

2.

SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES (continued)
(b)

FINANCIAL INSTRUMENTS (continued)
Transaction costs
The organization recognizes its transaction costs in the excess of revenues over
expenditures in the period incurred. However, financial instruments that will not be
subsequently measured at fair value are adjusted by the transaction costs that are
directly attributable to their origination, issuance or assumption.

(c)

CAPITAL ASSETS
Capital assets are recorded at cost and amortized on the basis of their estimated useful
life using the following methods and rates:
Office furniture
Computer equipment

-5
-2

years straight line basis
years straight line basis

Amortization is recorded at 50% of the above rates in the year of addition.
3.

FINANCIAL INSTRUMENTS
Unless otherwise noted, it is management's opinion that the organization is not exposed to
significant interest, credit, currency, liquidity, or other price risks arising from their financial
instruments.
The extent of the organization's exposure to these risks did not change in 2016 compared to the
previous period.
The organization does not have a significant exposure to any individual customer or
counterpart.

4.

CAPITAL ASSETS
Cost
Office furniture
Computer equipment

5.

Accumulated
Amortization

Net
2016

Net
2015

$

3,059
14,291

$

1,213
8,931

$

1,846
5,360

$

2,307
5,396

$

17,350

$

10,144

$

7,206

$

7,703

DEFERRED CONTRIBUTIONS
Deferred contributions, which consist of the unexpended portion of OMAFRA contributions
received, are as follows:
2016
2015
Balance, beginning of year
Amounts received
Less amount recognized as revenue in the year

$

Balance, end of year

$

67,449
659,098
(726,547)
0

$

55,000
621,901
(609,452)

$

67,449
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PROVISION THE FOOD INDUSTRY SUSTAINABILITY COALITION
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6.

COMMITMENTS
The organization has an operating lease for the premises. Future minimum lease payments are
as follows:
2017
2018

$

27,984
23,321

$

51,305
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